
Use the following criteria to evaluate responses to literature.

Rubric for Response to Literature  

Audience 
and Purpose

Use of 
Language

Elaboration

Organization

Presents little or no 
background on the work(s); 
presents few of the writer’s 
reactions

Presents incomplete 
thoughts; makes 
mechanical errors that 
create confusion

Offers little support for 
reactions and evaluations

Presents information in a 
scattered, disorganized 
manner

Presents some 
background on the 
work(s); presents the 
writer’s reactions at points

Uses awkward or overly 
simple sentence 
structures and vague 
evaluative terms; makes 
many mechanical errors

Supports some reactions 
and evaluations with 
reasons and examples

Organizes points poorly 
in places; connects some 
points to an overall focus

Presents background on 
the work(s); presents the 
writer’s reactions clearly

Shows good sentence 
variety; uses some 
precise evaluative 
terms; makes some 
mechanical errors

Supports reactions and 
evaluations with specific  
reasons and examples

Presents points in logical 
order and connects 
many to the overall focus

Presents sufficient  
background on the work(s); 
presents the writer’s 
reactions forcefully

Shows overall clarity and 
fluency; uses precise, 
evaluative words; makes 
few mechanical errors

Supports reactions and 
evaluations with 
elaborated reasons and 
well-chosen examples

Presents points in logical 
order, smoothly connecting 
them to the overall focus

Response to Literature
Rubric and Scoring Models

Score 4 Score 3 Score 2 Score 1
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