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105 Exploring the Lives of Stars

A star’s life begins
when gas and dust
in a nebula contract
to form a protostar.

When a star begins to run out
of fuel, it expands to become
a giant or supergiant.

Small and
medium stars

become red
giants and then
white dwarfs. 

When a white
dwarf runs out of
energy, it turns
into a black dwarf.

Giant and
supergiant stars

can blow up into
supernovas.

The remains of the
supernova become
a neutron star.

The remains of the most
massive stars collapse into
black holes. Not even light
can escape from a black hole.
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Red Giant or Supergiant
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Black
Dwarf
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106 The Milky Way Galaxy
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